Detection with a monoclonal antibody of a polysaccharide antigen, excreted in the urine, in the schistosomiasis intercalatum focus of Edea (Cameroon).
The detection in the urine specimens of a sample of the inhabitants of Edea of a polysaccharide antigen characteristic for the genus Schistosoma, with monoclonal antibody by means of the inhibition of a passive haemagglutination test, shows that this technique is very sensitive for measuring prevalence of schistosomiasis due to S. intercalatum. In Edea, looking for eggs in stool specimens gives a low prevalence rate of the disease because of the low parasitic load. The prevalence by age, according to the voiding of eggs, is evoluting parallel to the excretion of the antigen.